
LIBAU 

ClaP 


:i£PAZf t ), Latvian S3B (56032’ It/2 1° 00 ’E) German 

1. a , TiTR AT) (Latvian name 1*£4IS. ) is the most southerly port 

of Latvia. In Toarict , tines tup to 1914) it was the only 
Russian Baltic port free from ice. After 1918 LIBAU w as the 
only naval base of the Latvian Ifavy and a commercial port 
with a considerable turnover. Before 1914, LIBAU was the 
most important Baltic harbor for the export of Russian grain. 

b„ In -1937 tho total ship traffic was: 

Exports: 131,000 tons, 


Imports: 


149,000 tons. 


grain, timber, pit- props, and 
various agriculture products 

coal, petroleum, iron, ferti- 
lizers, cement, sugar, salt. 


Co In 1348, the estimated ship traffic was: 

Exports: approximately 200,000 tons, 

no detailed information available. 
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Imports: approximately; 550, CC0 tons, especially repara- 

tions and looted goods of all kind from Germany 
ouch as machines, fu.Trd.turc, coal, me tale, sugar, 
etc. 

Textiles and factory equipment were delivered from Great 
Hr i tain. 

d* loot the vessels entering the port flew the do vie t 
flag, a few were Hnmib ships, while almost no vessel* of the 
western countries arrived there during recent years, 

Qo Hear the end of the war the moot important buildings 
and harbor facilities wore destroyed but most damage had 
been repaired by 1948* Shore is no indication that the 
Soviets are planning to expand the p.;rt facilities. 

f . She importance of LIBAU is now based on its naval fa- 
cilities, located in the northern part of the harbor and 
completely separated from the commercial port. Among the 
Baltic ports, LIBAU is only one of tlie numerous naval bases 
the Soviets have acquired along the entire Baltic coast far 
to the west since 1945. It is especially a base for submarines 
and small vessels, f3uch as LIMB'S, mine sweepers, and patrol . 
vessels. 

The harbor falls into six principal parts:. She ./inter Har- 
bor, tfoe Commercial Harbor, the Town Port,, the fishery Har- 
bor, the Timber Harbor, and the naval Port, It is a dredg- 
ing problem to keep the normal depth of 9-10 m at the en- 
trance and the harbor basins and it is not known if the re- 
quired dredging equipment is available, 

a. . (1) The port approach is without navigation hazard as 
the landmarks and lights are visible from a great distance, 
navigation is dangerous in misty or foggy weather as there 
are only a few fog signals, but the lead gives a good clue 
to position. 

(2) Duo to the still existing danger of ground mines in the 
Baltic Boa in depths below 4$ meters, vessels have to operate 
only on the standard routes. According to IIELdBkl (Inter- 
national Routing and Hep&rtirS Authority (ildlA)) of 10 Janu- 
ary 1948,, the maximum 1 admissible draft is 5.8 m for. the swept 
and buoyed, route to LxBAU from the approach buoy (PBIYCHBY ) 
on the position 56°30* 1" H, 2G?31 r 7* E » approximately 15 knots 
west of thw port. This route xg one cable length wide 
(~ 185 m), 

(5/ Pilots arc compulsory* The pilot boat tisually units 
3' kfcbts wtetde the moles. According to information, d evicts 
control shipping by using patrol vessels outcd.de the port, 
probably near the now approach buoy* 

b. Thcxo arc completely protected anchorage o in the Outer Port 
(map ref. Hoi), It in not advisable to anchor outside the moles 
singu there is a .rough ground swell during strong winds,* 

c. Weather conditions do not affect port operations and ves- 
sels may ent^r the Out^r fort i* all weather. There is no tide. 
There is a northerly current up to ? Idiots per hour along the 
coast. The port is usually open fox skipping throughout the 
winter. The harbor basins arc covered with thin ice but that 
is no hindrance for steam vessels. Ice breakers were avail- 
able in prewar times. 
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This basin, according to recent information, baa been dredged to a 
depth of Sg- meters and Is 800 meters long and 240 meters wide. The 
granite surfaced quays hate been repaired. Railroad tracks lead 
along both banka. This basin specializes in timber trade and 
balk goods. There are large oil tanks with a capaiety of from 
4,000 to 5,000 tons. 

(8) On the eouthern bank of the Town Canal, opposite the Winter 
Harbor, there is the Fishery Harbor (13), a small basin, Ro- 
asters deep and suitable only for small fishing cutters. 

(9) The middle port of the canal, between tho town (11a) and the 
railroad bridge (14a) is suitable only for coasters and is 4 to 5 
meters doop (14) . The quays east of the railroad bridge with a 
depth frcm 2.8 to 4 meters are used only for local traffic (15) . 

(10) Tho Naval Fort (16) consists of a 2,000-meter long and at 
least 100-meter wide dredged canal, running in a W-E direction. 

It is situated about 2 knots north of the Commercial Port. The 
mouth of this canal into the Outer Port is protected by two moles 
(16a). Approximately 750 meters west of the mouth the canal is 
crossed hy a swing bridge. The naval port has two basins s one in 
the extension of the canal (18) about 1,100 meters long and 240 
motors wide} the other stretches in a northerly direction, is 
about 800 meters wide and 260 maters long (1$) , The canal and the 
basins are dredged to a depth of 10 meters and are suitable for 
vssaela with up to 9.1 meters draft. 

$11) On the western side of tho northern basin. Basin II, are the 
Jetties used by submarines j the old naval barracks are located off 
the quay (20). The eastern and southern sides of the basin belong 
to the Naval Dockyard (22). 

(12) According to recent information, a submarine base is under 
construction in the northeast comer of the Outer Port (21). Pro- 
bably large submarine pens, work and repair shops, required for 
the maintenance and repair of submarines, are being constructed 
there. 

(13) No information has been obtained on the construction of any 
new facilities in the Commercial Harbor. The present port facil i tie s 
are adequate for the present limited turnover. For details, see 
attached list (Annex 2) . 

b. Ifeshtudca! .Handling, Facilities 

There are at least six electric cranes with a capacity of from 2 to 
20 tons in the Town Harbor and six electrio oranes with a capacity 
of from 25 to 120 tons in tho Winter Harbor. Four floating cranes 
with a capacity of from 25 to 50 tons are also available. The 
crane equipment seems to bo sufficient for the present turnover* 

c. (1) There is only one shipyard in LIBAlf, the Navy Yard, located 
on the northweaterh side of the naval port* It was formerly call ed 
Tosmarc, but was renamed Zhdancv Shipyard by the Soviets (22) . This 
shipyard is the property of the Soviet Navy and is the ma*" dockyard 
of the 3oviet Baltic Fleet. All types of facilities for maintenance 
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2 nd .. ?®£?- Lr o£ waiehipo up t~ cruisers, but no shipbuilding 
fjcilitiwLj ouc ■. au oaipbtiiluiny slips uni mould lofts, -.iro 
1 1C '* ckyurd has u ork'foroe of 1,C0C to l t ?io 

- : -- Wo we . c ItMravm in 1949. 2hey ware 

w;;t U'ip'r-C;,i.ca to the- efficiency of the dockyard, 
position.. . ut to their skill. 


av- il LI— , 
or;.... loyv c c. 

O 1 b . I G ’ j y. 
: 1 • i.l; 


> 


, V 


otks, one 193x28x9.3 meters, the other 
n '- to vc, one three or four small floating 
U .-City of up to 1,5„0 tens. 


Vi 


M:»b!-iii^inc Gn-inoorin^ workshops were modcr- 

^ of German mac kino ry« 


u .. 11 o reliable iiif ox’l « j*iiioa is available on liar box" crpft) iic~ 

c or., in j to raposjts received, ike re are four to six tu~a ac^ 
to one naval .Dockyard. One icebreaker la also^avail- 

able „ 


Storage Vacuities 


2* 95 war o house c or sheds with a total capaci- 

ty 0 ; 77 ,u “ twria u f e available in the Commercial Harbor; of 
tncae, 37 axe atone build U;js. 

$.* a capacity of 12,500 tons exists in • 

one area of tne a’ovm Canal * 

5*..h 0 Commercial Harbor is equipped with two cold storage 
builuin^s of. unknown capacity. 

Traffic Facilities 

a. Rail Connectiona 

2ao railroad connections within the port area are sufficient. 
i - ost , ? iie Ws axe served by railroad sour;:, i^ore is a 
marshalling yard in the mi die of the city! just north of the 
Jonn Canal. UBAU is connected with the railroad net of the 
country by the mWJLVW - SCDAULLE and C LULA - Iimu Soviet 
Caup,e lines. H a r r o\v— j a u;;o railroad lines also branch out to 
various places or the district* 

b. , noad connections within the port area are sufficient. Good 

abm'tt a11 • directi0ES in a circumference of 

aoout _o km, from there envara only second claos roads exist. 

S upply Fa cilities 
a. Oil Installations 

5, Hi W e lsr v® tank installations in the Winter Harbor (121 

with a total capacity of from 4, C00 to 5.0CC tons, connected 
■.-■■t-.L u.iO qpays by a GCG-actcr Ions pipe line. 'These inctal- 
la irons are tne property of several firms. 

uH Z^yril Baoe there- is a new oil dump of she soviet 

Lavy (23) on the southern bank of the canal immediately east 

to wccoruin.:: to various reports, four 

xo ii\G tanks arc located tkcrc but; 1 1 •.‘ivne* - * m-rf 

tiiere are more tanks* 1-hoxr capacity is unknown* 
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b. Coal flump. 

About 5v-0 tons of coal are uau&lly kept on hand it the 
..iatur h arbor The cool top of the -ovict navy is on the 
oou.n.xn bar-i. of canal, opposite Harbor Sasin I. C.ria- 
city unknown. A cool prut io «j«vi there (24). 

c« ,/atcx supply facilities: 

Ihera io an due qua to supply either by water points on the 
quays or by water bo- to. The ‘.vat or ouoply is said to come 
partly from an artesian well and partly from the water -orbs 
near the dockyard (25). 

d. Electricity. 

Skier o is a steem power plant in tho town with an unknown 
capacity. 

2- Annexes : (1) Harbor lisp (photostat), with numbered obiectfc 
(2) List of Harbor facilities. 

P |isSSSS2&* A negative of the attached aap is available for 
reproduction. 
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Stationary rort Facilities: details of liors and Wharves 


Lap nef *Iio,and Game 


Location on water front 

Purpose for which used 
Type and construction 
Dimensions 

Depth of water alongsids-MLW 
Berthing space available 
Width of apron 
Dec* above MWV 
Condition 

Transit sheds - description 

4 

materials handling facilities 
nailway connections 
Vehicle access 
iiouarka 


. j 

Bo. 10 C9inmeroial Harbor, an 
the German map called 
"tree Port" 


Southern and southeastern 
side of tho basin 

General cargo 

Granite surfaced stone quay 

South quay 350 si 
»«est <juay 180 m. 

3*5 si 

500 a 

180 si 

8 ® 5 ™ 5 m 

repaired 

B warehouses with a total 
cap. of 18,000 cbm, 75 jo 
usable 

many old sheds, now destroyed 
Unknown 

One track on the quay 
adequate 

There is a U-s stretching 
steel $heet piling quav under 
construction in the northern 
part of this basin (10a j 
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Lap -\efo 1 ) 0 , and iianie 

Location on water front 

lurpoae for which used 
Type and construction 
Dimensions 

Depth of water alongsidc-iwL 
berthing space available 

width ot ax^ron 
jjeck abov© LLA 
Condition 

Transit sheds - description 


ii.aterials handling facilities 

hallway connections 

Vehicle ac 003.3 
-.er^arks 


Uo* 11 Town Harbor 


lext basin, to Linter Harbor 

(13) 

General cargo 

iitone surfaced quay 

north side 1,250 m 
■South side 1,400 m 

7 - 8 ra 

north side 1,250 m 
South aid© 1,400 m 

80 ~ 100 in 

2,5 - 3 m 

Usable 

approx* 95 sheds, warehouses, 
or silos with a total cap* of 
250,000 t, on both banks" of 
the canal * Lo breakdown avail- 
able between warehouses and 
silos; probably there are 
silos with 150,000 t* 

Approx* 6 elec tr, cranes, cap. 
2-20 t each* 

2 floating cranes, cap* 25 t 
each 

Two tracks on each side, 
also branch lines 

adequate 

Turning area on the entrance 
to the winter Harbor 


-3- 



Approved For Release 2001/12/05 : CIA-RDP83-00415R00420001 0008-5 


25X1 A 


Approg^F^r^J^se 20jyA1 2/05 ClA-^pP83,0041 i 5R0042000 10008-5 



- 3 - 


hup .,et„ Uo and liaxiie 

Locat • r r,n water front 

Purpose Tor which used 

Type and construction 
Dimensions 

Depth of water alon^^tile-^LW 
Berthing space available 
Width of apron 
Dee r, ub^ro fillJaV/ 

Condition 

Transit sheds - description 

materials handling facilities 
deilxmy connections 
Vehicle access 


No* 12 Winter Harbor 


240 m wide basin > stretching 
in ^-direction of the 
Town Canal 

General cargo, coal loading 
facilities, uil filling 
station 

Granite surfaced quays 

iM-side 690 n 
dP-sida 520 m 

8 o 5 in 

1,200 m total 
550 m 
2*5 m 
Usable 

hone, ample open stocking 
space for timber, coal. and 
general cargo* Gil tanks 
with a total capo of 4,000 
t, connected by pipe line 
with the quays 

approx * 6 cranes with a 
cap* of 25 - 120 t 

.uailroad 3i&ings on each 
side 

adequate 


~4~ 
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Lap no . and iiene 


Location on water front 

lurposs for which used 
Type and construction 
dimensions 

depth, of water alongside-kL.. 

Uerthlng space available 
i&th of apron 
ueck. above I.L’. 

Condition 

'fx*anslt slieds - description 
materials handling facilities 
Kailway connections 

Vehicle access 


do. 14 middle Part of the 
Town Canal 


Town Canal between road 
and railroad bridge 

Coaster shipping 

Cranite surfaced quays 

400 a on each side 

n-side 4.7 m 
S-side 8 - 5 u 

800 i»i 

80 El 

approx. 8,5 m 
O sable 

l nlcuovm probably none 
t nlmoivn 

iailroad 3 I ding r on the i;orth 
aide 

idequate 


Approved For Release 2001/12/05 : CIA-RDP83-00415R004200010008-5 

S-CK-i— Cv.l?idwL/li i S' 'TlCI id.. Oi.LY 




